
 
 

 

 

 

Scholarships and Financial Aid 
 

After high school, many students decide to attend colleges or post-secondary institutions to further their education in 
preparation for future careers. However, figuring out how to pay for college can be stressful. The good news is there are 
a number of financial aid options available to support continuing education. Scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study 

programs provide students with financial help. Below you will find information on the various types of financial aid 
available to get started on meeting your academic and professional goals. 

 
Four Types of Financial Aid  
1. Scholarships—Scholarships are a great source of aid, and you do not need to pay them back. Many scholarships are 

available for students with special interests and backgrounds. Talk to your guidance counselor about what 
scholarships you can apply for. 

2. Grants—Grants are a type of financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Offered by the federal and state 
government, as well as by some institutions, grants may be merit-based, need-based or student-specific. Examples 
of student-specific grants might include grants for minorities, women, and students with disabilities. The 
competition for grants is usually fierce since no repayment is required. 

3. Work-study—Work-study programs give you the opportunity to work on campus or with approved off-campus 
employers to earn money to pay for college. Work-study jobs are often very flexible, allowing you to work around 
your class and personal schedules. 

4. Student Loans—You also may be eligible for student loans, which must be paid back. Student loans usually have a 
lower interest rate than other kinds of loans. Private loans are granted by banks and may help to bridge the gap 
between the cost of your education and the amount of financial aid you receive from the government. Eligibility for 
private loans often depends on your credit score, and private loans tend to have higher interest rates than loans that 
the government offers. Students are encouraged to pursue all options for federal student aid before entering into a 
private loan. 

 Adapted from http://www.mnscu.edu/admissions/financialaid.html 
 and http://www.collegequest.com/different-types-of-financial-aid-for-college.aspx 

 
Where to begin? (FAFSA – www.fafsa.ed.gov)  
Before beginning any search for college financial aid, students must first fill out and submit the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA. The information supplied on the FAFSA application is used to determine the level of 
Federal and state financial aid for which someone is eligible. After the FAFSA has been submitted, students will receive 
their personalized Student Aid Report, which will outline the types and amounts of financial aid for which the student 
may apply. The FAFSA is required for all Federal and state financial aid programs and should be every college-bound 
student’s first priority.   
 
Dakota County Financial Empowerment Services  

Dakota County Financial Empowerment Services provides safe and reliable resources to help students and parents 

finance their education.  Resources include information on the financial aid process, responsible borrowing, student loan 

re-payment, and paying for college.  Financial counseling services are provided by accredited financial counselors and 

are free for residents of Dakota County. For more information, visit 

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/HealthFamily/PersonalFinance/HigherEducation/Pages/default.aspx. 
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Additional Resources 
 

Career and Education Explorer - https://apps.deed.state.mn.us/lmi/cpt/home 
Career and Education Explorer allows students and others interested in a certain career field to review related job descriptions, 
education requirements, typical job titles, wages, hiring demand, and top industries. The tool merges the functions and data of two 
separate products, Career Profile and ISEEK, into a single entity. 
 

College Recruiter - https://www.collegerecruiter.com/salary-calculator#  

Wondering what you might be able to earn in a certain occupation or field? College Recruiter uses data from several sources such as 

the US Federal Reserve, US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Department of Labor and more to create a calculator that can help you find 

the typical starting salaries for occupations based on education, experience, and location. 
 

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MNSCU); Paying for College - http://www.mnscu.edu/admissions/financialaid.html  
More than 60 percent of MNSCU students receive financial aid to help pay the cost of college. Tax credits for students can also help 
lower your net costs. Learn more about how/when to apply for financial aid information about money management and additional 
resources for students. 
 

Graduate Employment Outcomes - https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/graduate-employment-outcomes/ 
The Graduate Employment Outcomes data tool shows how many Minnesota graduates are finding Minnesota jobs, and at what 
wages. 

Career Exploration at the Minnesota State Fair! 
http://www.mnstatefair.org/ 

 

Did you know that in addition to cheese curds and Sweet Martha’s Cookies, the Minnesota State Fair offers a number of 
opportunities to learn about various career and college opportunities? Below are just a few of the many events happening this year 
at the great Minnesota get together! 
 

  The Careers in Welding trailer is an educational exhibit designed to show the many careers available in the field of welding. 
Visitors can try their hand at virtual reality welding, learn about available scholarships, test their knowledge of welding trivia, and 
more! (Aug. 24-27, Located on Wright Avenue between Cooper and Cosgrove Street) 

 The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 49 trailer provides interactive educational training with backhoe and dozer 
simulators for teens and adults to experience how to operate heavy equipment. The trailer will also accommodate backhoe 
controls for children. (Located on the South end of Cooper St. at Judson Ave. near the International Bazaar) 

 The University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering will be hosting a variety of exhibits and demonstrations 
highlighting the relevance of science, engineering, and mathematics to people’s everyday lives.  Some of the featured events 
include STEM Day at the Fair, MnDRIVE-Robotic Sensors and Advanced Manufacturing, National Society of Black Engineers, Physics 
Force, Tesla Works, Society of Women Engineers, o-STEM (Out in Science, Engineering, Technology, and Mathematics), Engineers 
Without Borders, Gopher Motorsports, GOFIRST (robotics group), Solar Vehicle Project, and more!  Visit 
https://cse.umn.edu/news-release/2017-cse-minnesota-state-fair/ for specific dates and times.  

 The Education Building will host representatives from a number of Minnesota colleges and universities, as well as local nonprofits. 
Visitors can also see ribbon-winning school projects. The award-winning Eco Experience Building exhibit is interactive, informative 
and designed to educate visitors about green living, alternative fuels, organic food and renewable energy.  

 

NOW HIRING! – JOB BOARDS 
www.minnesotaworks.net – Minnesota’s largest free online job bank.  Post your resume and search for jobs by matching keywords 
in your resume to keywords in job postings.  You may also search by occupation/keyword or by location. 
 

www.snagajob.com – search thousands of hourly and part-time jobs by location/zip code. 
 

www.careerrookie.com – look for internships, part-time and entry-level careers. 
 

NOW HIRING! – JOB POSTINGS 
Target (several locations including Shakopee, Savage, Burnsville, West St. Paul, Lakeville, and more) is hiring multiple positions 
including, but not limited to: Cashier, Hardlines Team Member, Apparel Team Member, Grocery Team Member, and Cart Attendant.  
Benefits include employee discount, competitive pay, and flexible scheduling. Apply online at http://www.target.com/careers or in 
stores near you. 

Minnesota Renaissance Festival (Shakopee) –Available opportunities include Grounds Crew, Food Crew, Maintenance Worker and 
more.  The Personnel Department is currently recruiting for seasonal and temporary employment positions.  For more information 
visit http://www.renaissancefest.com/employment/. 
 

Burnsville Center has several stores that are currently hiring including Express and Yankee Candle. To view job postings or apply, 
visit http://www.burnsvillecenter.com/jobs. 
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